
Determining Who Will Design Student-Learning Objectives  

And  

Which Assessments will be Used to Illustrate Growth 
Angela Stockman, WNY Education Associates 

December 2011 

 

Education Law 3012-c(2)(a) requires annual professional performance reviews (APPR’s) to result in a single composite score, which incorporates multiple 

measures of effectiveness. The law specifies that student achievement will comprise 40 percent of teacher and principal evaluations. This document can guide 

your decision-making as you determine how to fulfill this component of the teacher and principal evaluation process. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Student Learning Objective is an academic goal for a teacher’s students that is set at the start of a course. It must be: 

 Specific  

 Measurable 

 Based on available prior student learning data 

 Aligned to the Common Core, State, or national standards 

 Aligned to school and district priorities  

In 2011-2012, classroom teachers of ELA and mathematics in grades 4-8 only and the school principals in buildings in which these teachers are employed 

will have: 

 20% of their composite score based on growth on State assessments or comparable measures and 20% on other locally-selected measures that are 

rigorous and comparable across classrooms in accordance with standards prescribed by the Commissioner. 

In 2012-2013 (and until the Regents approval of a “value-added” model) all teachers and principals will have: 

 20% of their composite score based on growth on State assessments or comparable measures and 20% on other locally-selected measures that are 

rigorous and comparable across classrooms in accordance with standards prescribed by the Commissioner. 

Once the Board of Regents has approved a “valued-added” model with any grade or subject, teachers and principals will have: 

 25% of their composite score based on student growth on State assessments or comparable measures 

 15% of their composite score based on other locally-selected measures that are rigorous, comparable across classrooms, and in accordance with the 

standards prescribed by the Commissioner.  



Step One: Determining Which Teachers Need to Design Student Learning Objectives 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Does the teacher have students 

who take the NYSESLAT or NYSAA? 

 

YES 

3. Does the teacher have a general 

education student in a tested 

subject without pre or post-test 

information (such as students who 

are new to the school)? 

2. Does the teacher teach multiple 

subject areas or sections and/or 

coteach? 

 

NO 

NO 

NO 

COTEACHERS: 

Both teachers must have the same growth measures. 
If a State-provided growth measure is available, it will be used if the 
district can track multiple teachers of record. If the district cannot track 
multiple teachers of record, then SLOs must be designed: 

 For ELA/math teachers: 1 SLO for ELA and 1 SLO for math 

 For teachers of all other areas: 1 SLO per relevant area 
NYS assessments must be used as evidence within the SLO when 
available.  
 

YES 

TEACHERS OF STUDENTS WHO TAKE THE NYSESLAT: 

If enough students in the teacher’s course load take the NYS ELA 

assessment, an SLO does not need to be designed. 

 If this is an ELA teacher required to set SLOs, and 10 or more 

students take the NYSESLAT, then the teacher will set 1 SLO using 

NYSESLAT for evidence. Additional SLOs are still set for ELA and the 

NYS assessment must be used as evidence. 

 If this is an ESL specialist, then 1 SLO using NYSESLAT will be 

designed, if this is the most appropriate measure of student learning 

TEACHERS OF STUDENTS WHO TAKE THE NYSAA: 

If enough students in class take NYS assessments, a state-provided 

measure will be provided for the teacher. 

Otherwise: 

 Teacher will design one SLO using NYSAA performance assessment 

as evidence. Additional SLOs designed based on subject areas taught. 

YES 

GENERAL ED STUDENTS IN TESTED SUBJECTS WHO DO NOT HAVE PRE- 

OR POST-TEST INFORMATION: 

If data are available and dosage allows, State measures will be used.  

Otherwise: 

 New arrivals should be included in a new SLO if the previous 

SLOs no longer cover at least 50% of the total number of 

students taught. 
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Growth is 

determined by 

State-provided 

measures. No 

SLO required. 

Grades 9-12 

ELA, Math, Science, SS 

 

 1 SLO per subject 

 
The NYS assessments must be 

used as evidence of growth 

when available.However,9th 

grade  Global Studies teachers 

and ELA 9-10 teachers may not 

use the Regents Exam. 

 

 

When NYS assessments are not 

available, SLOs must use a 

State-approved 3rd party 

assessment. 

K-2 Teachers 

 

 1 SLO for ELA 

 1 SLO for math 
*Unless 1 subject is taught 

Grade 3 Teachers 

 

 1 SLO for ELA 

 1 SLO for math 

 
*Unless 1 subject is taught 

 

The NYS assessments must be 

used to evidence growth 

 

Grades 4-8 Teachers  

Social Studies/Science 

  

 1 SLO per subject 

 
The NYS assessments must be 

used as evidence of growth 

when available. 

 

Grades 6-7 Science, 6-8 Social 

Studies must use  a State-

approved 3rd party assessment 

 

 

Grades 4-12 Teachers 

All Other Areas 

 

 1 SLO per subject 

 

K-12 Push-In/Pull-Out 

AIS, ESL, SWD 
 

 1 SLO per subject 

area of focus  
 

 

 

Consider using group/team 

growth on NYS assessment or 

goal-set with classroom 

teachers. 

 

The NYS assessments must be 

used as evidence of growth 

when available. 

 

TEACHERS OF MULTIPLE SUBJECT AREAS 

OR SECTIONS: 

Begin by identifying which course has the 

greatest number of students in it.  

 If the total of number of students in 

this course is at least 50% of the total 

number of students the teacher 

teaches, an SLO will be designed for 

this course only. 

 If the total number of students in this 

course amounts to less than 50% of 

the total number of students the 

teacher teaches, identify the course 

that has the next greatest number of 

students in it as well. An SLO will be 

designed for both courses. 

4. Does the teacher teach one group of students all year? 

NO 

YES 
Is the teacher a mathematics or ELA 

teacher of grades 4-8? YES 

NO 
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Step Two: Determining What Type of Assessments Must be Used When Designing SLOs 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does the course requiring an SLO have a State-approved growth score? YES 
This must be used as the 

growth score. 

NO 

Does the course requiring an SLO have a NYS assessment? These include: 

 3-8 assessments 

 Regents exams 

 Regents equivalents 

 Any other NYSED approved equivalent 

YES 
This must be used as 

evidence of growth within 

the SLO. 

NO 

Is the course: 

 Science Grades 6-8 

 Social Studies Grades 6-8 

 High school ELA, math, science, or social studies 

YES 

SLOs must be designed using: 

 State assessments when 

available 

 If not, a State-approved 

3rd party assessment must 

be used. 

 

NO 

SLOs must be designed using any of the following options to provide evidence of 

growth: 

 A State-approved 3rd party assessment 

 District or BOCES developed assessments, when comparability and rigor are verified 

 School-wide, group, or team results based on State assessments 

 School or teacher created assessment 
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